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LEWIS MECHAM AND WIVES, 
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Lewis Mecham was born December 18, 
1835. at Mercer, Pa., the son of Ephraim 
Mecham and Polly Derby. With his parents 
he lived through all the trials in Missouri 
and during the trek to Utah. He married. 
Vastia Emily Johnson, daughter of Luke 
Johnson and Susan Petitt, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. She was born September 4, 1842 at 
Kirtland, Lake County, Ohio. She died Jan- 
uary 19, 1865, at Rush Valley, Tooele 
County, Utah. Lewis later married Esther 
Herbert. She was born February 12, 1851 
at Mitchel-Troy, Monmouth, England, a 
daughter of Thomas Roland Herbert and 
Esther Lewis. Lewis Mecham died October 
14. 1907, and Esther April 19, 1934, both at 
Wallsburg and they are both buried there. 

Lewis and Vastia Mecham came West in 
1862 by ox team and settled in Rush Valley 
with a Johnson family. Here their son Lewis 
Lafayette Mecham was born on September 
30, 1862. Vastia died in 1865. In the spring, 
Lewis saddled up his horse and with his 
earthly belongings and his 2 ånd a half year 
old son, Lewis "Lafaye” behind him on the 
saddle, he rode into Provo to his parents’ 
home. They all moved to Wallsburg shortly 
after. 

Here Lewis met Esther Herbert, who was 
to become his second wife. She was 18% 
years old when they were married. They 
settled on a little farm in Wallsburg. Pre- 
emption rights were given first, later home- 
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Deer Creek Reservoir now. The place on 
the Provo River had a little lake on it called 
Lewis Lake, after Lewis Mecham. Esther 
took “Lafaye” and mothered him as her own. 
They had a large family and many trials 
and tribulations, but the Lord blessed them 
mightily. 

When Esther Herbert arrived with her 
mother, Esther Lewis Herbert, in Walls- 
burg, they lived in a small fort at the head 
of spring, so they could use the beautiful 
clear water. This was for protection from 
Indians. 

After her marriage to Lewis Mecham, 
their first home was made of cottonwood logs 
with a dirt floor. The only window was 
a log that was left out during the day to 
let the light in. It was put back in place 
at night to keep the cold out. The fire- 
place, used for cooking and heating, was 
made of rocks. Later Lewis Mecham built 
a large granary and they moved into this. 
When he threshed he had a bin for the 
grain in one end of the granary. They 
built their beds on top of the bin, using 
mattresses of straw. They also used pil- 
lows and feather beds filled with wild duck 
feathers. One time they had a “bad year,” 
so had to take the straw out of the mat- 
tresses to feed the livestock. 

Esther was terribly frightened of Indians. 
When they were living on the Provo River 
and Lewis had to be away from home, she 
would take the small children and go up 
in the foothills until Lewis came home. One 
day the Indians came into her home and 
caught her by surprise. The collar of her 
garments was sticking up above her dress. 
The Indians, seeing this, said, “Mormon, 
Mormon," and went away without harming 
her in any way. 

Esther had a very patient disposition. 
After they were grown, all her children used 
to go home to visit “mother” on Sunday. 
While the older folks visited, the grand- 
children built playhouses in the willows 
along the creek. None will ever forget 
Grandma Esther's good bread, butter and 
currant jelly sandwiches and her special 
“English tea biscuits.” 

During her last few years she lost her 
eyesight. She was always very patient about 
it while she had to sit in her big leather- 


_stead rights. They homesteaded a_farm_on_ 
Provo River also. This site is under the 


covered rocking chair, until she died when 
83 years old. 
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